
SCHEDULE A – Significant Poutini Ngāi Tahu Waterbodies within the Hokitika FMU 

While all waterways are important to Poutini Ngāi Tahu and they have a kaitiakitanga (stewardship) responsibility to protect the mauri of all waterways, 
they have created this table to provide guidance to those preparing Freshwater Farm Plans about which waterbodies are particularly significant to them 
within the Hokitika FMU.  The tributaries/waterways and drains that feed into these waterbodies are also important for maintaining the water quality in the 
larger waterways.  Please note that this list is not exhaustive.  There may be other water bodies in the Hokitika FMU that contain important values.  Please 
check with your local Rūnanga if you are unsure.   
 
An explanation of the Poutini Ngāi Tahu values identified in the Table 1 columns is provided below this table in Table 2.  
 
TABLE 1:  Waterbodies within the Hokitika FMU and values 
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Taramakau  x x x x  x x x 
Kapitia (Kapitea Creek)  x   x  x   
Waimea   x x      
Arahura x x x x x x x x  
Kapukapuka/Arahura Lagoon   x x x  x   
Lake Kaniere  x x x x  x x x 
Hokitika  x x x x  x x  
Tūwharewhare (Māhinapua Creek) x x x x x     
Māhinapua (Lake Māhinapua) x x x x x  x x  
Totara River   x       
Mikonui River   x     x  
Waikoriri (Waikoriri Creek)   x x      
Waitaha  x x  x     
Whakanui (Wanganui River)   x    x   



 
 

Waterbodies within the Hokitika FMU 

W
āh

i tap
u

 

W
āh

i 

tao
n

ga 

M
ah

in
ga K

ai 

 K
o

h
an

ga 

N
avigatio

n
 

ro
u

tes 

W
aip

u
n

a 

Trad
. cam

p
site 

 N
o

h
o

an
ga 

Statu
to

ry A
ck. 

areas 

Matahi (Lake Ianthe)   x x x  x   
Pouerua-hāpua (Saltwater Lagoon)   x x x  x  x 
Whataroa   x    x   
Waitangi Tahuna   x    x   
Waitangiroto  x x x x  x   
Lake Wahapo   x    x   
Ōkarito Lagoon x x x x x  x x x 
Ōkarito River   x    x   
Lake Mapourika   x    x   
Waiau/Waiho  x   x     
Totara Iti & Nui/3 & 5 Mile Lagoons   x x      
Totara Lagoon    x x x  x   
Kawhaka Creek  x x  x  x   
Oterautahi/Grove Swamp   x x   x   
Rongomiatau/Harris Creek  x  x      
Tataokotuku/Murray Creek    x      
Harris Swamp, Taramakau   x x   x   
Ohinekemata/Taramakau Lagoon  x x x x  x x x 
Wainihinihi River   x  x     
Hopeakoa/Taipo River     x  x   
Otira River     x  x   
Ohinewaka/Palmer/Fraser Creeks   x x x     
Hou Hou Creek   x x      
Hou Hou Iti/Little Hou Hou Creek   x x      
Kaniere River   x x   x   
Duck Creek   x x      
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Raft Creek   x x      
Ohinakara/Fox's Creek   x x      
Kokatahi River   x  x  x   
Te Rahotaepa River   x x      
Ounamati Lagoon   x x      
Hikimutu Lagoon   x x      

 
  TABLE 2: Explanation of the values identified in the Table 1 Columns 

Wāhi tapu  Sacred places; sites, areas and values associated with water bodies that hold spiritual values of importance to 
Poutini Ngāi Tahu. (Note: Poutini Ngāi Tahu may need to be consulted regarding the location of these places, sites, 
areas and values.) 

Wāhi taonga Treasured resource; values, sites and resources that are valued and reinforce the special relationship Poutini Ngāi 
Tahu have with the West Coast’s water resources. 

 
Mahinga Kai 

Places where food or cultural materials are harvested. Examples of food include eels, whitebait, kanakana (lamprey), 
kokopu (galaxiid species), koura (freshwater crayfish), freshwater mussels, indigenous waterfowl and watercress.  
Cultural materials include traditional weaving materials (such as raupō and paru) and rongoā (medicines).  

Kohanga Important nursery/ spawning areas for native fisheries & breeding areas for birds. 

Navigation routes Water bodies which formed part of traditional travel routes. 

Waipuna Spring waters highly regarded for their purity, healing and health-giving powers. 

Traditional Campsite Area or site of either temporary, seasonal or permanent traditional occupation. 

Nohoanga Ngāi Tahu seasonal occupation sites, given contemporary effect through the Ngāi Tahu Claims Settlement Act. 

Statutory Ack. Areas Statutory Acknowledgements areas are in Schedule 5 and are areas of particular significance for Ngāi Tahu. 

 


